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A Note from Ms. Olsen… 

 

Welcome to Montgomery Methodist 

Children’s Center! Whether you are new to 

our school or a returning family, we are 

thrilled that you are a part of our MMCC 

family!! Please feel free to let me know if 

you have a question, comment, and/or 

concern.  You can reach me at the preschool 

office at 301 253-4884 or by email at 

msolsen@mmchildrenscenter.org.  

As many of you know, a new security 

system was installed in the entire church last 

year and we are thrilled to have this extra 

layer of security for our students and staff.  

The doors will be locked during school 

hours and parents will have to buzz into the 

office to be let in.  As it is our school policy 

that there is always someone in the office 

there is usually no delay in letting parents 

and students into the building. Our system 

also allows the office to have camera feeds 

to all outside doors for added security. 

Finally, I have a suggestion for all of you 

that I think will be helpful.  As you are 

aware, we follow Frederick County Public 

Schools in regards to weather/emergency 

related delays and closures.  As soon as I am 

notified of the school system’s decision, I 

put the information on the school website 

and the phone message.  I get my 

information from Frederick County Public 

Schools “Find Out First” system, which 

sends out emails and emergency phone text 

messages about delays and closings.  To 

register and get these alerts on your email 

and phone, go to www.FCPS.org.  On the 

home page there is a link on the left hand 

side of the page to “Get Email News”. 

Clicking on to that link will allow you to get 

registered for quick notification on 

whichever areas of interest you choose. I 

have found this is the quickest and most 

reliable way to get information and I 

encourage all of you to register!! 

I look forward to another great year here at 

MMCC and am looking forward to getting 

to know you and your children!! 

 

In Christian Love, 

Margaret Olsen 
 

 

 

Important Upcoming Dates 
 

Aug 31: School Begins 

Sept 7: Labor Day-School & Office Closed 

Sept 10: Back to School Night for parents 

Sept 15, 16: Chapel Days 

Sept 22: Afternoon Staff In-Service  

Sept 30-Oct 2: Scholastic Book Fair 

Oct 1,2 – Picture Day (Individual) 
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  MMCC STAFF 
 

Director:  Margaret Olsen 

 

Teachers: 

Carolyn Coletti: T/TH am 3’s 

Teresa Cooley: MWF am Pre-K 4’s (4 hour) 

Sandra Greenlee:  MWF am Pre-K 4’s  

Christy Farster: M-TH am Pre-K 4’s and  

MWF pm Pre-K 4’s 

Beth Stafford: M-TH Pre-K 4/5’s & Fri 2’s  

Kathy Thurston – T/TH am 3’s & MW 2’s 

Mary York: MWF am 3’s; T/TH am 3’s 

Shelly Younkins – MWF am Pre-K 4’s 

Sherri Hain – T/TH 2’s 

 

Teacher Assistants: 

Debbie Buck:  M–TH am Pre-K 4’s, MWF 

pm Pre-K 4’s 

Joann Clugston: T/TH am 3’s 

Ruth Reitz – MWF am 3’s 

Sharon Rhodes: MWF am Pre-K 4’s 

 

Office Manager:  Sharon Rhodes   

 

Office Assistants: Joann Clugston & Linda 

Logsdon 

 
 

 
 

We welcome a new staff member, Shelly 

Younkins, to our staff this fall.  She will be 

teaching in Room 4/5 with Mrs. Greenlee in 

the MWF AM Pre-K 4’s class. 

 

 
 
 

MMCC NEWSLETTER & 
CLASS CALENDARS 

 
This will be the only month you will receive 

a paper copy of the monthly school 

newsletter.  Beginning in October through 

the end of the school year the newsletter will 

be emailed to the address you provided on 

your registration form. In addition, there will 

be a few extra paper copies on the white 

cabinet just outside the office doors. 

 

Also, parents will receive both a paper copy 

and an email of their child’s class calendar.  

Extra copies of the class calendar are 

available upon request in the office. 

 

If your email changes during the school year 

it is important to let the office know so our 

contact list can be updated.   

 
 
An Important School Policy 

 
The preschool is licensed under the 

Maryland State Department of Education 

Office of Child Care.  One very important 

requirement by the OCC is that all students 

must be signed in and signed out of the 

classroom each school day.  What this 

means for our parents is that when you drop 

your child off in their classroom each school 

day you must initial beside their name on the 

classroom attendance sheet, which will be 

right inside the classroom door.   At pick up 

time you must initial again to verify that 

they were picked up.  Only a parent or a 

person you have authorized on your 

emergency form as a pick up person can 

initial. 

 

I know this adds extra steps to already busy 

drop off and pick up times at school, but it is 

an extra security measure which allows us to 

verify attendance and pick up in an 

emergency situation.  Your child’s welfare 

is of the utmost importance to us and any 



additional steps that we can do to assure 

their safety is well worth the extra time and 

effort involved. 

 

Thank you for your assistance in this! 

 

A New Monthly Feature…. 
 

Each month we will be highlighting several 

different classrooms.  This month we have 

an article from Mrs. Cooley about her MWF 

Pre-K AM 4’s class and Mrs. York about 

her MWF AM 3’s class.  

We hope you enjoy this new feature! 

 
An Awesome September Ahead! 

 

September in our Pre-K 4’s class promises to be 

full of fun and learning in many areas!  To 

begin, we will participate in lots of “Getting to 

Know You” activities and share items in our 

“All About Me” bags to help introduce ourselves 

to each other.  We will discuss class 

expectations and decide on rules that will help 

us all be respectful friends and good students.  

We will learn about God’s plan for Creation and 

explore the wonders we find in Space.  Letters 

A, B, and C will be reinforced as we experiment 

with Air, Bubbles, and Colors!  Our fine motor 

muscles will get a workout as we prepare them 

for lots of cutting and pre-writing work.  And 

there will still be lots of time for playdough, 

painting, blocks, Dramatic Play, and outdoor 

play  Later in the month we can look forward 

to a visit from Otto, the talking car and then 

discover the changes that Fall brings!  We can’t 

wait to get started!! 

 

Teresa Cooley 

MMCC Pre-K 4’s Class 

 

We have an exciting September planned in our 

three’s class.  We will learn how God made 

ourselves and each of our classmates special. As 

we form special bonds, we will learn that 

everyone can have a friend and be a friend.  You 

will be hearing about these new friends all year 

long!  Our themes this month are the color red, 

the circle shape, numbers 0 and 1 and the letters 

A, B, C.  All of these concepts will be 

introduced and reinforced through play, 

exploration and games.  All the while, we will 

also be adjusting to classroom rules and 

routines.  It’s going to be an awesome fun-

packed month! 

 

Mary York 

MMCC 3’s Class 

 

 
 

Back-To-School Night is Thursday, Sept. 

10th. If you have a 3 year old student, you 

will have time with your child’s teacher and 

time with Ms. Olsen the evening of Sept. 10.  

 

Parents of 2’s and Pre-K students will meet 

with their teachers during visitation day and 

are also invited on the 10th from 7:00-7:30 in 

the church sanctuary to meet with Ms. 

Olsen.  During this time she will discuss 

school-wide policies and procedures.   

 

Please make arrangements to attend this 

important evening.  This is an informational 

night for parents and guardians only.  It is a 

great opportunity to learn more about 

MMCC!   
 

 
SNACK/WET WIPE ASSIGNMENT 

 

Each month, several classes are asked to 

supply drink and snack or wet wipes for the 

preschool’s supply closet. Due to the large 

number of wet wipes used in the classrooms, 

we will begin asking one class each month 

to bring 2 individual packages of unscented 

baby wipes instead of snack items. 

 

For the month of September 

Monday/Wednesday/Friday morning 
Pre-K 4’s classes will bring snack. 

  

Monday/Wednesday/Friday morning 
3’s class will bring wet wipes.     



 

When it is your classes’ turn to bring snack 

or wipes, there will be a note at the top of 

your monthly class calendar with specific 

instructions on the back. Snack supplies and 

wipes should be brought the first week of 

the month and can be placed on the cart 

outside the preschool office. If you have any 

questions, stop by the office.  Thank You! 

 

 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair 

will be Wednesday, Sept 30 through Friday, 

October 2nd.  We are in need of several more 

parents who can volunteer to assist with the 

Book Fair.  Please notify the office if you 

can help!  

 

SCHOOL ENTRY TIME  

For Morning 

Classes 
 
Each morning staff begins their day with a 

group prayer.  We ask that parents wait until 

8:50 to ring the bell for entry.  This will give 

us time to complete this special start to our 

day and not leave anyone waiting outside 

the door. 

 
Peanut Free Snacks 

 
As many of you are aware, there has been an 

increase over the past few years in the 

number of children with allergies, especially 

peanut allergies.  This fall we have several 

students in the school with serious nut 

allergies.  Because of this, we are asking 

parents not to send in snacks containing nuts 

and peanut butter when it is your class’ 

month to bring snack.  While the ingredients 

of all snacks are checked before being 

served due to allergies to milk, eggs, wheat, 

as well as nuts, omitting snacks with nuts 

will make this job a little easier for our staff. 

 

Obviously, our staff will continue to 

diligently monitor the ingredients in the 

snacks we serve, as well as thoroughly clean 

tables after snack time.  The safety of all our 

students is a top priority to us and we 

appreciate your help in this important 

matter. 

 

If you have any questions, please see Ms. 

Olsen. 

 
 

 

VOLUNTEER INFORMATION 

 

Your child’s teacher will explain her system 

of using volunteers in the classroom, either 

at Back to School Night or in your parent 

meeting.  As they will tell you, volunteers 

are usually not used the first few months of 

school because some children are still 

experiencing separation issues, and having 

someone else’s mommy in the classroom 

does not help when a child is missing theirs.   

 

Any time you are volunteering in the 

building, please stop by the preschool office 

on your way into the school, sign-in and put 

on a volunteer sticker.  The sign-in form and 

stickers are on the corner of Ms. Olsen’s 

desk.  This policy is just another way to 

make our school as safe and efficient as 

possible. 

 

And just a reminder…before you can 

volunteer in the classroom; you must have 

filled out the Parent Volunteer Screening 

Form that was in your child’s registration 

packet. This form is required by the 

Methodist church for all volunteers in the 

building.  Additional forms are available in 

the office.  



 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
 

Just a reminder of the school’s policy 

concerning classroom birthday celebrations.  

On the date your child’s birthday celebration 

is scheduled at school, we will recognize 

their special day with a birthday crown, a 

certificate and the singing of “Happy 

Birthday.” We ask that parents do not bring 

in special birthday snacks such as cupcakes, 

cookies, etc.  Instead, our regular snack 

foods will be served.   

 

As many of you know, each year we have 

children with food allergies and special 

birthday snacks provide a challenge for 

them.  Also, the sugary snacks that are 

normally provided are in contrast to our 

desire to provide healthy snacks to all our 

students.  Finally, we truly feel we can 

celebrate each child’s special day without 

the use of food, and have an alternative 

suggestion for parents.  If your child has a 

favorite book that would be appropriate for 

the teacher to read to the class, we 

encourage you to send it in with your child 

on the day their birthday is celebrated. 

 

Also, just a reminder…if you wish to send 

out party invitations using classroom 

cubbies, please only do this if every child in 

the class is being invited.  If only selected 

classmates are invited we ask that you mail 

the invitations so as not to hurt any feelings. 

 

If you have any questions regarding the 

classroom birthday celebration policy, 

please check with Ms. Olsen in the office.  

Thanks! 

 

  TUITION BOX 

 

Each month, tuition is due in the box by the 

first day of the month with a late fee of 

$10.00 after the 5th.  (And please note, if the 

5th falls on a weekend, tuition needs to be 

paid by the Friday before to avoid the late 

fee).  Tuition reminders are posted in the 

entryway and on class calendars, but 

individual bills are not sent home, so please 

mark this payment notation on your 

calendar.  The tuition box is located on the 

wall between the two office doors.  There is 

a sign posted above the box with tuition 

amounts for each class. 

 

The tuition you paid last May was your 

pre-paid May 2016 payment.  September 

tuition is due now from all families.   
 

There is no need to put your check in an 

envelope.  Just slip the check made out to 

MMCC into the box.  We check the box 

daily.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the 

office at (301) 253-4884. 

 

 

AN IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 

Parking: Parking is prohibited in the 

driveway, especially during pick-up and 

drop-off times.  This is considered a Fire 

Lane by the Fire Department and must 

remain clear.  Also, only staff parking is 

allowed behind the building.  Please do not 

park there, especially at pick up time, as 

there may be children on the playground! 

 

 

PLAY DOUGH DONATIONS 

 

Many of you will notice that your child’s 

teacher has put up a sign-up sheet for a 

monthly donation of homemade play dough.  

Last year the question came up about why 

we asked for homemade play dough and did 

not just purchase the commercial type 

instead.  There are several reasons for this, 

the most important being that homemade 

play dough (using the recipe we provide) is 

so much better for the children to work with, 



softer and so much less crumbly than the 

store bought variety.  Using this softer play 

dough not only makes less of a mess, but is 

such a great way for preschoolers to 

strengthen their small motor skills!  Also, 

when made at home it can be made in the 

“color of the month” that the children are 

studying.   Thank you to all of you that can 

help us out with this. 

 

 
SCHOLASTIC 

READING CLUB 
 

The school participates in Scholastic 

Reading Club.  We have been participating 

in book clubs for many years now and have 

found that parents enjoy great books at good 

prices.  The school benefits by earning 

“points” that we can use toward books, 

teacher resource materials, CD’s, 

manipulatives, classroom supplies and many 

other items. 

 

Once a month, we will place book club fliers 

in your child’s cubby.  If you wish to order 

books from one or more of the fliers and 

would like to pay by check, simply fill out 

the orders, make check payable to MMCC 

for the total of the order(s) and drop it off in 

the office.   

 

If you would like to pay by credit card, 

Scholastic now offers on-line ordering for 

parents. Just go to 

scholastic.com/readingclub.  On the parent 

page, click the “Register Now” button and 

then register for your own username and 

password.  When prompted, enter the one-

time Class Activation Code (GJZH7).     

 

When the book orders come in, your orders 

will be filled and your books will be put in 

your child’s cubby.   

 

 

 
 

We have a school Bulletin Board located in 

the lobby, outside the office door.  We will 

post a school calendar, a monthly newsletter, 

and other important information pertaining 

to the school on the bulletin board.  Also, 

there is a small dry erase board beside the 

bulletin board where any medical/health 

alerts will be noted.  Please check both 

boards frequently! 

 

We also have a parent bulletin board in the 

hallway.  (It is the first board on the left).  

Please feel free to place information you 

need to share with other parents on it. 

 

  PARENT LIBRARY 
 

We have a library located in the bookcase in 

the lobby where books are available for 

parents to check out.  Borrowing a book is 

easy.  Just sign the card found in the back of 

the book and place it in the tray inside the 

bookcase.  To return borrowed books just 

drop them off in the office and we will 

handle the rest.  If you have the book for 

longer than a month, we will write you a 

reminder note.  There are no fines.   

 

Also, if you come to school early, this is a 

great spot to sit and read a story with your 

child. 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Song of the Month 

 

 

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands 

 

He’s got the whole world in His hands, 

He’s got the whole world in His hands, 

He’s got the whole world in His hands, 

He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

 

He’s got everybody here in His hands, 

He’s got everybody here in His hands, 

He’s got everybody here in His hands, 

He’s got the whole world in His hands. 

 

 

 

 
Bible Verse of the Month 

 

 “In the beginning God created the heavens 

and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1) 


